The significance of indirect costs in the cost price calculation of clinical chemistry laboratory tests.by way of the production centres method has been investigated. A cost structure model based on the 'production centres' method, the Academisch Ziekenhuis Groningen (AZG) 1-2-3 model, is used for the calculation of cost and cost prices as an add-in tool to the spreadsheet program Lotus 1-2-3.
Introduction
The registration of costs and the calculation of cost prices in health care, especially for laboratory tests, are increasingly important [1] [2] [3] . Among other things, interest is focused on computer systems with which all relevant costs, both direct and indirect, can be registered. By means of databases, the costs of the activities of organizational units can be determined beforehand and the cost prices of services to be rendered and the consequences of policy decisions can be judged.
Recently, the Academisch Ziekenhuis Groningen (AZG) 1-2-3 cost structure model has been developed by us as a support for the decision-making concerning the allocation of production factors [4] . In principle, direct costs in addition to indirect costs can be fed into the model. This takes place through an addition method with which the indirect costs are transformed into direct costs. In everyday practice it often appears to be a problem to determine the relation between indirect and direct costs unambiguously.
In this paper, the significance of indirect costs in the overall costs of clinical chemistry tests is examined. Here the question is raised of the way in which the AZG 1-2-3 cost structure model should possibly be adjusted in order to allocate the relevant indirect costs according to the activities, taking into account the nature of the various indirect costs.
Costs in an organization
In any organization costs Main cost centres are the cost centres of which the achievements directly benefit the final products, the cost bearers. The production centres method, which forms the basis for the AZG 1-2-3 cost structure model, is the method of cost price calculation in which the coherence The primitive addition method takes these computer costs as fixed and distributes these costs to the laboratory products (requests, tests) randomly, not based on any specification of the relation between computer achievements and laboratory products. The method can impute these costs after they have been made.
The production centres method imputes costs according to the specification of the relation between the computer achievements and the laboratory production process, which gives results closer to reality than the primitive addition method. Rate of application: The use of a production factor per unit time in order to achieve a certain rate of production. 
